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Reduction
of office
hours in
the works
by Julie Myhre
Staff Writer

Freshman Alyssa Montalban is congratulated with a hug from her teammate,
senior Thomasina Wallace, after scoring a 9.600 on her floor routine during

the Spartans’ victory against UC Berkeley and the University of Maryland
Friday, Feb. 24 at Spartan Complex. Photo by Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily

SEE SPORTS PAGE 2

The Academic Senate is scheduled in March to decide on a possible change in required weekly office
hours for professors and staff members, said Eva Joice, administrative
analyst and senate administrator.
The current office hours policy,
which dates back to March 1968,
states most full-time employees
are required to reserve five hours
per week for office hours and nine
hours a week should be dedicated to
non-classroom work, according to a
document released by the Academic
Senate.
“Statewide administrative regulations contemplate that approximately nine hours of the faculty
workweek will be used for a variety
of non-classroom activities, including office hours and also including
college service, committee work,
administrative duties (and) extracurricular responsibilities etc.,” as
stated in the document.
Chemistry
Professor
Marc
d’Alarcao said the proposed revision
changes the required office hours to
two scheduled hours a week.
“Since then (the 1960s), there
have been major changes in the way
students and faculty communicate
with each other,” he said. “For example, many faculty communicate
with their students outside of class
via email, telephone, Skype, chat

SEE OFFICE PAGE 4

Gunfire rings out at Ohio high school Israeli soldiers speak out
by McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

It was a typical morning at the start
of the school day: Breakfast was being
served at the Chardon High School
cafeteria when the deadly pops began
in the hallway of the small-town Ohio
campus.
“Everybody just started running,” Megan Hennessy, 17, told the
Associated Press. Hennessy said
she was in class when she heard the
noises. “Everyone was running and
screaming down the hallway.”
At least one student died and
four others were injured when a
gunman opened fire in the school,
according to officials who were
still sorting through the evidence,
seeking a motive.

Spartan Daily
Serving San José State University since 1934
Volume 138 / Issue 17

t Twitter: @spartandaily

55˚

f facebook.com/spartandaily 46˚

View exclusive stories and multimedia at

spartandaily.com

The dead student was later identified as Daniel Parmertor by his family.
“We are shocked by this senseless
tragedy,” his family said in a prepared
statement distributed to reporters.
“Danny was a bright young boy who
had a bright future ahead of him. The
family is torn by this loss. We ask that
you respect our privacy during this
difficult time.”
A student was in custody in the
case, but has not been identified because of his age, officials said. He has
not yet been charged, they said.
Media interviews with witnesses
and survivors painted a picture of
students preparing for the start of
their school week, then thrown into
the chaos of flight by the ominous
popping sounds that came first from
the hallway, where officials said the
shooter opened fire with a handgun.
The shots were then heard in the
cafeteria, according to one witness,
Heather Ziska, 17.
Ziska told reporters she was in the
cafeteria when she and other students
heard the popping noises in the hall.
She said she saw a boy she recognized as a fellow student come into the
cafeteria and start shooting.
She said she and others sought
safety outside while some friends ran
into a nearby middle school and others locked themselves in a teachers
lounge.
It was unclear whether the gunman
had specific targets in mind when he
began shooting. Freshman Danny
Komertz told the AP that he believed

on lives in and out of war
by Alyxandra Goodwin
Staff Writer

the gunman was looking for certain
students.
He said he saw one student dive
under a cafeteria table to hide, unsuccessfully.
Komertz described the shooter as
an outcast who had apparently been
bullied by others.
Officials would not discuss the
motive. Jonathan Sylak, a senior,
told MSNBC that he sought shelter in

SEE SHOOTING PAGE 4

On Monday, two members of the
Israel Defense Forces (IDF) participated in a presentation and panel about
being in the force and their daily lives
after they return from their service.
“You see in the media about Israel
and the Middle East about conflicts
that go on there and a lot of times it’s
misrepresented,” said Dana Margittai, a biology major and president of
Spartans for Israel.
Spartans for Israel is an Israel advocacy group on campus, Margittai
said. The goal of the club is to give the
other perspective and tell first-hand
stories from Israel, which is what this
event is for, she said.
Spartans for Israel is a group under Hillel of Silicon Valley, an umbrella organization that helps with
other Israel advocacy groups, said
Margittai.
Rachel Duchin, a fellow with the
Jewish Agency for Israel, also works
with Hillel in an exchange program.
“We need to show the other
faces of Israel,” Duchin said. “We
forget that there’s people there.
There is a lot of culture there and a
lot of values.”
Duchin said she was also in the
IDF, but in the Education Corps which
is a branch of the defense forces but
they are not involved in combat.

According to Ran (whose last
name was not given), only ten percent of the force is actually in combat.
“In Israel it’s mandatory for
women also to be in the army,” Duchin said.
The message of this event was to
show diversity in the IDF and that it
isn’t all combat, said both Duchin and
Margittai.
The IDF is the defense force of
Israel.
The two members of the IDF that
were on the panel were Ran and
Rania (whose last name was not
given).
They each shared their stories
about growing up in Israel and their
experiences in the IDF through a
world tour they are doing with the
help of StandWithUs.
StandWithUs is an Israel education organization that was founded
10 years ago, said Guy Herschmann

SEE SOLDIERS PAGE 6

CORRECTION
In the Feb. 27 issue of the Spartan
Daily, the photo illustration that ran
with the lead story titled “No more
desire to learn?” was created by Leo
Postovoit. He was not given credit
for the illustration in the issue. The
Spartan Daily regrets the error.
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Spartan softball SJSU gymnastics team takes crown at meet
ranked
squad defeats SJSU
No. 19 in
CSU Bakersfield the country
SJSU wins back-to-back
games at home against
immobile Roadrunners
by Boris Slager
Staff Writer

SJSU senior pitcher Amanda
Pridmore pitched in and won
both games of a doubleheader
against CSU Bakersfield on Saturday at SJSU Field.
“I like when the pressure is
on me,” Pridmore said.
The SJSU softball team (78) took on CSU Bakersfield in
a doubleheader on Saturday
to complete their four-game
series.
The first game SJSU won 9-1
and the second game ended 6-3.
In the first game, Bakersfield
sophomore pitcher Marissa
Hiller walked the bases loaded
in the first inning.
SJSU did not let the opportunity pass by as all three of those
runs came in to score.
The first run scored on a
bases loaded walk by SJSU
junior
designated
player
Amanda Schatz.
The next one came in on a
sacrifice fly by SJSU senior first
baseman Alex Stange, and the
third one came in on a double
off the bat of SJSU junior shortstop BranDee Garcia.
However, in the top of the
second inning, Bakersfield
responded with a run of its
own that came off a single by
sophomore shortstop Myshayla
Fryer.
This proved to be the last
run Bakersfield would score,
and Pridmore and SJSU went
on to win game one in five innings. The game was shortened
due to an eight-run mercy rule.
“It is really important once
we get the lead to finish it off,”
said SJSU softball head coach
Peter Turner.
SJSU
responded
to
Bakersfield’s run in the top of
the second with four of its own.
The biggest hit of the
inning was a bases loaded double down the line by Schatz.
This scored all three runs, with
the third coming across due to
interference.
“I was seeing the ball really
well,” Schatz said.
This was more than
Pridmore needed and she allowed one more hit the rest of
the game and shut Bakersfield
down.
“It gives me confidence to
get these hitters out,” Pridmore
said.
Game two pitted SJSU freshmen pitcher Allison Lang and
CSU Bakersfield sophomore
pitcher Sarah Hoag against
each other.
This game did not start
off as well as the first when
Bakersfield took an early lead
in the top of the first with an
RBI single off the bat of senior
first baseman Sara Smith.
Lang looked rattled on the
mound but was able to hold
Bakersfield to that one run.
“Our number two and number three pitchers need to pitch
better,” Turner said.
SJSU responded with three
of its own runs in the bottom of
the first. The biggest hit was a
two-run-homer by sophomore
third baseman Annica Wolfe.
However, Lang continued to
struggle and gave up a run in
the second and another in the
third.

“I like when
the pressure
is on me.”
– Amanda Pridmore,
SJSU senior pitcher

SJSU

BY

THE

NUMBERS
-

15

The Spartans recorded 15
hits during the doubleheader
against CSU Bakersfield.

-

9SJSU senior pitcher Amanda
Pridmore pitched nine total
innings during the two games.

-

7The two wins against the

Roadrunners brings SJSU’s
record to seven wins so far
this season.

- 4
In the first game, Pridmore
allowed only four hits as she
pitched a complete game.

In the bottom of the third
SJSU scored two runs to
reclaim the lead.
One run came on a RBI
single by sophomore catcher
Jessica Garcia and the other
on a sacrifice fly by senior
designated player Breanna
Lopez.
Turner said he then turned
to the team’s ace, Pridmore,
who pitched five innings in
the previous game to close out
the victory.
“She has great composure
and command, and it pores
over to the team as a whole,”
Turner said.
Shatz said the other players feel the difference with
Pridmore on the mound as
well.
“We have that confidence
with Amanda (Pridmore) on
the mound,” Schatz said.
Pridmore pitched four
innings and was able to close
out game two, as she had for
game one.
“I think the team plays well
behind me, because I want the
ball,” Pridmore said.
Turner echoed her in that
respect, “She wants the ball,”
he said.
The Spartans will need
Pridmore in conference games,
but they will need their other
pitchers as well, Turner said.
Turner said his other
pitchers will improve on the
season but in the meantime
SJSU will turn to Pridmore
when it needs a crucial win.
The Spartans split the two
road games in Bakersfield on
Friday — with the scores being
4-3 in favor of SJSU and they
lost the other 1-4.
The Spartan softball team’s
next game is scheduled for
Feb. 28 at Sacramento State.

by Angelisa Ross
Staff Writer

In the Spartan Complex,
eager spectators waited with
concentration as each gymnast attempted to stick her
landing.
Spartan gymnasts competed against the University of Maryland and UC
Berkeley and won with a collective score of 194.900 on Friday night.
“We have a great group
of individuals, everybody
helps,” said Wayne Wright,
SJSU gymnastics head coach.
“It’s a total team effort and
that’s what we stress. It’s
about team — no individuals,
no superstars. Everybody just
comes together and do it for
the team.”
The team placed first or
tied for first in all categories —
bar, beam, vault and floor.
Maryland placed second
with a score of 194.250 and
UC Berkeley placed third with
a score of 192.475.
Prior to each set, a few of
the girls were spotted with
their eyes closed — mentally
mimicking their routines with
slight body movements.
“The night before, I imagine
all the routines I go through
vault, bars, beam and floor,”
said SJSU senior gymnast
Casey McCord. “Even if I’m SJSU sophomore Julia Greer works the balance beam to score a 9.825 during the Spartans’ win over
not competing, I got to be UC Berkeley and the University of Maryland Friday, Feb. 24. Photo by Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily
ready.”
McCord scored a 9.775 on
vault, which is the best of her
gymnast career.
“Ever since I was a little that
was my goal, to compete for a
college team and knowing that
people are counting on me,”
– Wayne Wright,
McCord said
The beam is an event that
SJSU gymnastics
calls for mental preparation behead coach
fore beginning, said SJSU senior
gymnast Thomasina Wallace.
“Basically, I just go in a mental mindset especially before being her motivation.
my routine,” Wallace said.
“I just know that there are
The all-around title, or the 18 girls standing behind me
highest collective score, in all that are so talented and very
events, belonged to Wallace focused on what they want to
with a score of 39.350.
do and we all have the same
Wallace scored 9.850 on goal and we all want to get SJSU senior Alyssa Telles-Nolan works the bars during Friday’s
meet at the Spartan Complex. Photo by Jesse Jones / Spartan Daily
vault, scoring good enough to there,” Wallace said.
tie for first place.
The team is nationally
She also tied for first on ranked No. 19 with its overall pressed its excitement about with their teammates.
beam with teammate Julia scores.
competing in nationals, Wright
“We still have four more
Greer and two others with the
“If its in our future, I hope said the team will remain hum- meets left,” he said. “I just take
score of 9.825.
that we can all get there as ble by appreciating each meet it one meet at a time.”
Teammate Alyssa Telles- a team,” Wallace said. “That
Nolan and Wallace tied for first would be outstanding.”
on bars with a score of 9.825.
After each routine, the
SJSU
gymnast
Katie Spartan women demonstrate
Valleau won first place on floor their showmanship by saluting
scoring 9.900.
each other with a high-five.
Wallace credits her team for
Although the team ex-

“It’s about team —
no individuals, no
superstars.”

SJSU Gymnastics Individual Average Scores
Feb. 24 meet at Spartan Complex
vs. Maryland and UC Berkeley
1. Julia Greer, sophomore:

9.725

2. Alyssa Montalban, freshman:

9.650

3. Casey McCord, senior:

9.775

4. Cassandra Harrison, sophomore:

9.750

5. Thomasina Wallace, senior:

9.850

6. Katie Valleau, senior:

9.725
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New club has students tapping into the art of home brewing
by Christian Gin
Staff Writer

The sound of boiling water
and people mingling spread
during the Spartan Brew
Crew’s first ever brewing session at a home on 10th Street
Sunday.
“(The brewing) is a cultural
learning experience,” said senior nursing major Francesca
Bumb. “It was good for the
first-time people to know about
how to brew beer.”
Club
president
Jaylyn
Daugherty said that the club
will educate students about the
process of brewing beer.
“The Spartan Brew Crew
will be brewing beer,” Daugherty said. “We will be teaching
others to get better at brewing
as an art.”
Daugherty said the crew
originated with friends talking
about their hobbies.
Vice president John Monson said they found out many
of them brew beer as a hobby.
He said this inspired them
to start a brewing club as a
result.

“We were talking about how
a lot of us would brew in our
spare time,” Monson said. “We
wanted to start a club showing
others how brewing is done.”
The club’s first ever brew
started in the morning by boiling the water. The equipment
used included a propane burner
and a brewing kit.
The brewing kit contained
flavored starch, hops, yeast,
barley and malt extract which
were all ingredients mixed in to
make the beer.
Overall, they brewed 10 gallons of a dark stout beer ready
for fermentation after a fivehour process.
Daugherty said they have a
number of goals in mind for the
Spartan Brew Crew.
“Our goal of the club is to
have beer brewing equipment
so that other members can borrow it to use at home,” Daugherty said. “It would be handy
for others to practice their
beer-making skills even away
from the club.”
According to Daugherty,
the supplies and equipment
for making the brew can be
expensive.

Jaylyn Daugherty, mechanical engineering major, reads the relative gravity of the brew using a hydrometer. The reading compares the density of the brew to the density of water, which in turn gives
brewers an idea of potential alcohol content. Photo by Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily

Another goal of the club is
to work with the home brewing community in San Jose, and
work with big name companies, according to Monson.
“We hope to get in touch
with the home brewing community in the South Bay,”
Monson said. “It would also

be a goal to develop a relationship with craft brewing
companies such as Gordon
Biersch, Sierra Nevada and
Anchor Steam.”
Monson said it would be a
dream to connect with the big
companies and even be employees brewing their beer.

Daugherty said events in
the future will include entering
brewing competitions, touring breweries for companies,
beer tasting contests, more
brewing and meeting certified
beer critics.
Spartan Brew Crew treasurer Joel Gaona said he

sees this club as an opportunity for others to learn how to
brew beer.
“We want to teach others how to brew,” Gaona said.
“However, we want to make
sure it is done safely and properly as it’s a difficult process.”
Gaona said this club involves
different types of knowledge.
“The (Spartan Brew Crew)
is all about teaching a craft,”
Gaona said. “Being part of
the club involves business,
chemistry, economics and
other science.”
Gaona said they want to
build friendships among the
club as well.
“We hope for a solid base
of members to work well with
each other,” Gaona said.
Monson said the school
hopes to use some funds from
Associated Students to help
them in the near future.
The club will meet on Sunday evenings at 8 p.m. every two weeks, according
to Daugherty.
“The club is for others
to know more about the art of
brewing beer,” Monson said. “It
is a fun and unique experience.”

■REVIEW

‘Act of Valor’ is action-packed heroics
★★★★★
by Boris Slager
Staff Writer

“Act of Valor” comes
through with flying colors and
delivers on its promise.
This movie starts out with a
message to the audience stating that it is based off of Navy
SEAL missions and has a biography of each of the Navy
SEALs when they are introduced.
Each SEAL is played by an
active duty Navy SEAL recruit.
At the beginning of the
movie, a Navy SEAL is writing a letter to another Navy
SEALs’ son.
I like when action movies do this because it creates a
central character for the movie
and makes the audience care
about the person and not just
the soldier.
The plot is that the SEAL
team goes to rescue a captured CIA agent, Lisa Morales,
played by Roselyn Sanchez, an
agent who has intel on Cristo,
played by Alex Veadov, who
is in league with a terrorist
named Abu Shabal, played by
Jason Cottle.
Also, the movie shows the
brotherhood of the Navy SEALs
and what each Navy SEAL
brings to the team.
The film has good special effects and camera work, which is
key to a good action movie.
This is needed in an action
movie because if the special
effects are bad, then they are
distracting to the action.

My favorite thing about the
camera work was the director placing a camera on the
soldiers’ helmets.
This view allowed the audience to see the world through
their eyes. It also let the audience experience a little bit of
the fear factor and what it takes
to go into a hostile area.
The best thing about the
special effects were when the
SEALs were shooting their
gatling gun.
The one thing I did not like
about the movie was it sometimes felt like a video game.
However, these scenes do not
detract from the overall quality
of the movie.
My favorite part of the movie is when you go inside the
SEAL team’s briefing and you
observe how they prepare for
the upcoming mission.
The scene goes through
what the team needs to
prepare for and how they will
be extracted after the mission is
completed.
The best part of the extraction is when the boats with
SEALs arrive and they start
shooting their gatling gun at
the terrorists.
This works well because it
shows how scared the terrorists
were and what little they could
do to stop the SEALs.
I also liked when a Navy
SEAL gets ready to shoot a terrorist and checks the water for
his teammate to arrive behind
the terrorist.
The submerged Navy SEAL
then raises his hands out of the
water and a split second later,

the sniper shoots the terrorist.
The Navy SEAL then catches
the terrorist to prevent him
from making a splash.
This shows how well they
execute their missions, and
how much precision it takes to
complete their objectives.
The plot goes into an interesting development and
some new twists are explored
and the Navy SEALs are then
sent after Cristo and Shabal
separately.
Shabal is planning to hit
America on its own soil, so
the SEALs plan to attack him
before he can get into the
country.
At the end of the movie, the
same Navy SEAL is writing
the letter to the son of a fellow
officer. This makes the movie
have a good arc throughout,
which means the story comes
to a good completion.
It also shows just how much
each one of them is willing to
sacrifice for each other and
their country.
The film lists all of the Navy
SEALs who have died in service to their country since 9/11
at the beginning of the credits.
This tugs at the heartstrings
of the audience. Also, the film
shows pictures of the SEALs
during the credits to put a
name with their faces.
I recommend this movie for
anyone who likes action movies with a good plot. Also, it is
a movie that honors our service members.
This film gives Americans
pride in their armed forces and
in their country.

Navy SEALs make a high altitude jump in the ‘Act of Valor.’ Photo courtesy of allmoviephoto.com
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SHOOTING: One killed, four hurt
FROM PAGE 1
the school library.
He said a teacher pushed a
chair up against the door as a
barricade to prevent the gunman from entering.
Inside, he said, students
reached for their smartphones
but they were unable to get any
texts out because of the volume
of calls.
“Everybody began texting
at the same time,” he said, adding that when the texts failed
to get through, they turned to
a library computer. “We were

getting constant email updates
from members of the school, so
we knew when to get out.”
The school had staged evacuation drills before, Sylak said,
and “we knew this wasn’t a
drill.”
A teacher chased the gunman out of the building after
the shootings, officials said.
The suspect was apprehended outside and was being questioned by authorities.
Officials said the first emergency calls went out just
around 7:38 a.m. local time

and that responders found victims in three separate areas.
Chardon is a town of slightly
more than 5,000 people, about
30 miles from Cleveland.
The campus area includes
the high school, the middle
school and a nearby elementary school that became a staging
area for parents to be reunited
with their children.
“I’m a single dad and I’m
pretty devastated,” one parent
told a television reporter. “This
is not something you would expect at this locale.”

OFFICE: Encouraging appointments
Above: One of the experiments in the Entomology 120 class is tracing the flight and return of bees
magnetically. The experiment is done to see where the bees pollenate. Spartan Daily / File Photo
Course gives a buzz: Ronald Stecker, associate professor of biological sciences, had students in
his Entomology 120 class capture honeybees to help them better understand why the bees are so
effective at pollinating flowering plants.
Runyon found guilty of obstructing police: David Runyon, a San Jose City Councilman, was found
guilty on Feb. 27 of obstructing an officer. Sentencing for the charge was set for March 23 with the
maximum penalty as one year in prison, a $1,000 fine or both.
Spikers beat Cards: impressive in opener: SJSU’s track and field team defeated Stanford 91-72
and took home seven individual records at Bud Winter Field. The Spartans placed first in nine of 19
events and were undefeated in 27 straight dual meets.

CSU office hours for full-time employees
CSU East Bay – 3 hours per week
CSU Fresno – 5 hours per week
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo – 5 hours per week
CSU Bakersfield – 5 hours per week
Source: California State University faculty handbooks found online

Classiﬁeds
Announcements

$$ Sperm Donors Wanted $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and help create families.
Convenient Palo Alto location. Apply online:
www.SPERMBANK.com

Infographic by Nic Aguon

FROM PAGE 1
rooms, blogs, after hours review sessions and face to face
appointments, all in addition to
traditional, regularly scheduled
office hours.”
The proposed policy is taking into account the new ways
in which faculty and staff members communicate with students, d’Alarcao said.
Junior Spanish major Esmeralda
Ramirez said she thinks the possible
change could be a good thing for
students and faculty.
“It does make sense,” she said.
“It’s not that hard. You can get
in touch with your professors to
make an appointment.”
Wendy Ng, professor and
chair of the sociology department, said she thinks if students
make appointments it will clear
up the communication.
“You get a lot of emails that
are really unclear,” Ng said.
“You go back and forth and
play email tag (to clear up what
the emails mean).”
She said the new policy
would allow different departments to schedule office
hours based on the needs of
their students.

”

-Esmeralda Ramirez,
junior Spanish major

booked whenever she tries
to make an appointment and
thinks that will discourage
other students from making
appointments.
“I don’t think they will
make appointments, though,
because it is easier to drop in,”
Belaban said. “I feel like (professors) aren’t there enough.”
Ng said she thinks the
proposed policy will allow
students to take appointments
seriously — like they treat
doctor appointments.

“Appointments will ensure a
student actually shows up,” she
said.
Ng said the current SJSU
policy has the most number
of hours among CSUs and it
makes it difficult for full-time
professors and staff members
to balance office hours and university requirements.
“Full-time faculty who teach
four classes and do advising are
maxed out,” she said.
Richard Kubelka, professor
of mathematics, said he thinks
the possible change in office
hours is a bad idea.
“I think anything that makes
it harder to see your professor
will result in less student-instructor contact,” he said.
Junior business major Alvin
Kim thinks that all CSUs should
have the same number of required office hours.
“I think that all CSUs should
follow the same policy with
office hours to make it a more
unified school district,” he said.
If the policy is passed by
the Academic Senate in March,
then the policy will be sent
for approval by President
Mohammad Qayoumi, Ng said.
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ACROSS
1 Amazed
exclamations
5 ___-Jo (1988
Olympics
star)
8 Thing for
the plus
column
13 Lifebuoy
rival
14 Hodgepodge
15 Lavender
relative
16 1814-15
exile for
Napoleon
17 Some
Thanksgiving
fare
19 Not in favor
of
21 Tridentshaped
Greek letter
22 Pitched
enclosure
23 Lines that
touch but
don’t intersect
26 Discolor by
burning
28 Angry feeling
29 “Chosen
one” played
by Keanu
30 Old Glory’s
land
31 Nectar
inspector
32 Diamond
measure
34 Electromagnetic wave
ampliﬁers
37 Fruity dessert
41 More sharp,
as pain
42 “Love ___
Around”
(“The Mary
Tyler Moore
Show”
2/28
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Students with a SJSU
ID can place classiﬁeds
in the Spartan Daily for
free in Dwight Bentel
Hall, Room 209! It will
run for a maximum of
eight publication days
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“

It does
make sense.

How To

Wanted

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for
products or services advertised below
nor is there any guarantee implied. The
classified columns of the Spartan Daily
consist of paid advertising and offers
are not approved or verified by the
newspaper. Certain advertisements in
these columns may refer the reader
to specific telephone numbers or
addresses for additional information.
Classified readers should be reminded
that, when making these further
contacts, they should require complete
information before sending money for
goods or services. In addition, readers
should carefully investigate all firms
offering employment listings or coupons
for discount vacations or merchandise.

“Departments themselves
have different cultures on how
students contact them,” Ng
said. “We set that minimum.
Most faculty are here more
hours than that.”
Senior nutrition major
Keirnin Balaban said she feels
that professors are always

How to Play

Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3 by 3 box contains
every digit from 1 to 9
inclusively.
Check back daily for
new sudoku puzzles and
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theme)
44 Accounting
dept.
employee,
perhaps
47 “7 Faces of
Dr. ___”
48 .0000001
joule
50 Two-ﬁnger
sign
51 Abate
53 Building
castles in the
air
55 Brewer’s kiln
56 Parker’s
responsibility?
58 Cause of a
run
59 Sexy
photographs,
informally
62 Calif. wine
valley
65 Fauvist
painter
Matisse
66 Discharge, as
radiation
67 Sufﬁx
meaning
“land” in
some country names
68 “Come in”
command
69 ___ Luis
Obispo
70 Congerlike
DOWN
1 Homage in
verse
2 2010 Gulf
problem
3 Slow Cuban
dance
4 It might not
appear in the
dictionary
5 Afﬂiction
formerly
called the

grippe
6 Hobbles
along
7 “Clumsy me!”
8 “How ___
doing?”
9 ___ Domingo
10 Exceptionally good
11 To demonstrate clearly
12 Cut one’s
molars
14 Express a
viewpoint
18 Did more
than just
hugged
20 Arm of the
sea?
23 ___ Tac
(breath
freshener)
24 Iraqi or
Lebanese
25 Beefsteak or
cherry
27 Buttoned
sweater
30 Interest
gouger
33 California’s
Santa ___
winds

35 Gibbon, e.g.
36 “Boom-bah”
lead-in
38 Delicate
difference
39 Handle the
maps
40 Narrow,
secluded
valley
43 An April
fooler might
pull yours
44 Bell-shaped
hat
45 “Proud”
bird’s mate
46 Be agreeable
49 Adjust the
chronograph,
e.g.
52 1,000 liters
53 Acting major
54 Clerical
quarters
57 Scores 100
on
60 Title of
nobility
61 They’re all in
the family
63 Trusted
friend
64 Indeﬁnite
amount
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OPINION 5
SPA COM NDA
Y CO RTAN | WW ILY
M| DAIL W.S
R
WW Y.CO
has seriously damaged the U.S.’s TA
N
ability to take the moral high
DAI W.S M
ground in international diplo- |
WW LY.CO PAR
macy on this matter.
Mahmoud
AhmadinejadD
W.S M | TA
wants someone to attack — A I L
Y.CO PAR WW
that’s been part of the point
W
TAN
behind this whole nuclear W
M
.
game and an old story in Iran —
SPA | W DA
attempting to goad WesternC
OM RTA WW
powers for the sake of domestic
| W NDA .SP
politics.
A
The Israelis, in their position, R
TAN WW. ILY.CO
can be forgiven for taking the
SPA
bait — but not us.
D
W
A
In the end, direct Western
WW ILY.C RTA
military intervention in Iran
N
.SP OM
may not be necessary, and in D
A
A RT | W
I
the current context and situaL
Y
.CO AN
tion in that region would almostW
.
S
M | DAI
certainly be counterproductive.
P
A
The Iranian leadership’sY
RTA W L
knee-jerk responses to the Arab CO
M | NDAI WW.S
Spring should tell us all very
clearly what they really fear, RT
AN WW LY.CO
far more than any amount of
DAI W.S M
American bombs, and it’s not
|
LY.C PA
something that nukes will really
W
W
help them with.
O M RT
W
Long-term thinking takesDA
ILY. .SPA | W
discipline and moral integrity,
WW COM RTA W
and unfortunately it’s something our domestic politics has
.SP | W NDA
tended to treat as a weakness.
C M A RT W W
A lot of people might deride O
AN
.SP
Obama for his “wait-and-see”
|
D
W
P
attitude — but not me.
A
WW AILY
I respect wisdom when I RT
A
.
see it.
WW NDAI .SPAR CO
LY.C TA
W
.
N
OM N
S
world is and our role in it will D
P
A
A
begin to solidify, becoming less
ILY. RTA | W
flexible to the needs of the age,W
CO M N D
and more entrenched in respon- . S P
ART | W AILY
sibilities and commitments.
L
AN W
But what if everyone that left Y.C
O
college was truthful and honest?
M| DAIL W.S
What if each one of our hearts R
TAN WW Y.CO
burned with loving-kindness for
DAI W.S M
every member of our society?
|
Education should not only
WW LY.CO PAR
come from the professors, but
TA
W
M
also from our peers — from howDA
.
ILY. SPA | W
we treat each other.
CO M R T W
Of course, so many of us go
W
W
AN
around campus stuck in our day.
|
S
DA
to-day, too busy even to talk to
P
W
A
C
R
W
each other, but does that mean O
M | TAN W.S
that we should stop trying? Are
DAI P
there so few good people in the A
W
R
W
LY.C
world that their deeds do not
T
W
A
make any difference?
ND .SP O
The question we should start W
WW AILY.C ARTA
asking ourselves is not what we
are doing, but are we even doingN
DAI .SPA OM |
anything? Are we even trying to
LY.C RTA W
make the world better for otherW
ND
people?
O
.
S
M
P
AIL
The world can be made betA
|
R
Y
ter, but only through pure and
COM TAND WWW
goodly deeds, by carrying ourART | W AILY .S
selves in an upright and seemly
manner, by making the effort
AN W .CO
because we care.
DAI W.S M
So even as we lament loss |
WW LY.CO PAR
of life and slowly see the world
around us falling apart, let us D
W.S M| T
maintain the hope that those of A I L
Y.CO PAR WW
us that still care will find each
W
TAN
other, and with some assistance, W
M
|
.
will find the solution to the
SPA W DA
manifold ills afflicting the earth. C
OM RTA WW

U.S. must be patient in dealing with Iran’s nuclear program
by
Chris
Marian
Copy Editor

I understand why a lot
of people want to bomb the
crap out of Iran right now —
I really do.
For the Israeli government
in particular, the thought of a
nuclear-armed neighbor as
volatile and intractable as Iran
must be an exercise in existential terror.
On the face of it, Israel, with
its small size and close proximity to its enemies, has the most
to lose in the face of a paranoid
Islamic state with both the capability and will to employ
weapons of mass destruction —
so I understand why the Israelis
have been pushing so hard for
U.S. backup in a preemptive attack on Iran’s fortified nuclear
facilities.
I understand — but I don’t
agree.
Under present circumstances, bombing Iran is a terrible
idea.
From a short-term perspective, no amount of airstrikes
will accomplish the objective of ending Iran’s nuclear
ambitions.

The better part of a nuclear
weapons program is expertise,
experience and a strong national commitment.
None of these things are
particularly vulnerable to explosives — not that the Israelis
haven’t tried that, with the last
assassination against and Iranian nuclear scientist in early
January.
Even destroying the hardware is problematic — even for
the U.S. military machine, and
painfully so for the Israeli air
force.
The Israelis do, of course,
possess the appropriate type of
“bunker-buster” munitions for
attacking Iran’s nuclear facilities, but the level of fortification
already employed at several of
these sites stretches the limits of
the firepower that Israeli warplanes can practically deliver.
With most of its potential
targets within (relatively) easy
reach, Israel never developed
the kind of long-range heavy
bombers used by the U.S. Air
Force.
Satisfied until now with its
smaller, more economical warplanes, the Israeli air force is
limited in the weight of the individual bombs it can drop from
them, which hasn’t been a huge
problem for them — until now.
The only kind of bombs that

could reliably damage the most
heavily fortified of these facilities can only be deployed from
a U.S. Air Force heavy bomber.
So now, unsure that its own
equipment is up to the job, the
Israeli government is turning to
its long-time ally to do the job
should they fail — as they’ve
been incessantly pushing the
White House to promise for the
last few weeks.
The Obama administration,
to the derision of many, has
done its best to say nothing

“ From a long-term
perspective,
bombing Iran
would not only
fail to halt its
nuclear ambitions,
but would actually
make them
stronger. ”

Despite the problems of society,
you should never lose hope
by
Francisco
Rendon
Senior Staff Writer

A student at Chardon High
School in Ohio killed one of
his classmates and injured four
more yesterday.
My prayers and condolences
go out to the victims and their
families affected by these shootings, as any loss of life in such a
manner is a terrible tragedy.
It is also truly a shame that
someone would get so miserable
and lost within their self that
they would carry out such a heinous act.
I remember high school being
very difficult in many ways, and
though there is no question the
shooter must face justice for his
actions, people do not get to that
state of mind quickly, but rather
over a long period of time.
For someone to get to that
point, they must have completely lost hope in themselves, and
in society.
This loss of hope, while in
most of us does not lead to such

dramatic outbursts, is actually not uncommon, but rather
something I have observed to
be increasingly common among
young people.
More and more people seem
to feel like the society we live in
is falling apart, and there is really nothing that we can do to
transform it.
Between a growing awareness of the impotence of the
country’s political parties to
bring about meaningful change,
a skepticism toward the prejudices and traditional dogmas associated with organized religion
or just a general knowledge of
the suffering and injustice afflicting all parts of the world, the
youth don’t see the same sunny
skies generations past used to
sing about.
Recent political uprising in
Egypt, Syria and in Myanmar
have largely been driven by discontent young people who have
lost faith in the powers that be.
In this country, a similar
lack of hope seems to be forming among young people, and it
comes from a variety of places.
One of the greatest contributors to this lack of hope, I have

seen, is the school system of this
country and the way in which
youth are educated.
In all the state-sponsored
schools I have attended in my
life, there has been a dynamic
in place where students are
treated as receptacles to be
filled up with knowledge from
the teacher, or the school.
Clearly, young people can see
many elements of what is wrong
with the world, even as they are
still learning more about how it
works.
Yet from middle school,
rather than being encouraged
to transform their environments
or themselves according to what
they can see the world needs, we
are taught to become what the
school asks us to be.
As a result, school is not
viewed as a place where we can
participate in transforming the
world, but rather as a place we
are molded and learn how to
fit into the society that already
exists.
Yet those who take the time
to look at the way our society is
operating can see things are not
working the way they should.
We all feel it when we see
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at all about U.S. intentions in
this situation — despite Israeli
threats to attack on its own and
the predictable histrionics of
competing politicians at home.
Obama is a pretty cool customer, so it would be a mistake to confuse inaction for
indecision on the part of his
administration.
I like to think that the White
House is thinking the same way
I am.
From a long-term perspective, bombing Iran now would
not only fail to halt its nuclear
ambitions, but would actually
make them stronger.
Tyrants love war.
Nothing keeps a fearful and
ignorant population in line better than giving them an outsider
to hate more than you.
Iran’s leaders know this
game well, and it’s been all the
more important for them to play
since the onslaught of what we
now call the “Arab Spring.”
They’ve been aided in their
efforts by the genuine “assholery” of Israel, which tends to
make their trumped-up accusations of a “Zionist conspiracy”
far more believable to the average Middle-Easterner than they
should be.
They’ve also been aided by
the credibility-destroying legacy of our last president, which

news of people being shot, of
children going hungry, of bombs
being dropped.
And these images and ideas
are a part of the way our society
educates our youth and children.
Children spend 1,500 hours
a year watching TV, according to research from Oklahoma
State University. In comparison,
they spend 900 hours a year in
school.
According to this research,
Americans have seen 16,000
murders on TV by the time
they turn 18.
Under such circumstances, it
makes sense that young people
might lose hope.
Fortunately, we are in a position to transform things.
As students, we are in the
unique position to affect the
world, to transform what it
means to be participants in a
process of education, and what
it means to be a member of
society.
Particularly in this time,
when there seem to be virtually no good jobs for high school
graduates, and everyone is being
encouraged to make plans from
as early as possible to go to college, what it means to be a student matters.
Students at universities establish the culture that all other
students aspire to.
As we graduate from the educational system and enter society, our perception of what the
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U.S. to re-examine strategy in Afghanistan

SpartaGuide

McClatchy Tribune

Tuesday, Feb. 28 to Wednesday, Feb. 29

Wire Service

WASHINGTON — As violence continued Monday in
Afghanistan over the accidental burning of Qurans by U.S.
troops last week, American military officials and analysts are
beginning to question whether
the U.S. needs to change its
mission of training Afghan soldiers and police, a key plank of
President Barack Obama’s withdrawal strategy.
White House and Pentagon
officials said publicly that they
weren’t yet contemplating a major overhaul of the plan to build
a force of more than 300,000 Afghan soldiers and police officers
and hand over security of the
country to it by 2014 or earlier.
But privately, U.S. military officers in Washington and Kabul
acknowledged that the scale of
violence over the past week —
four American soldiers were
killed by their Afghan counterparts and seven were wounded
— has worsened an already uneasy relationship between U.S.
and Afghan forces.

“

Afghans hate
us, and we
don’t trust
them. We
have never
felt safe
around them.

”

-U.S. Military officer

“I think the entire world
shifted under our Afghan
policy because of this, both
in Kabul and in Washington,”
said Douglas A. Ollivant, who
served as a senior National Security Council official in the
Obama and George W. Bush
administrations.
This incident, several officers told McClatchy Newspapers, has left U.S. troops saying
that they can’t keep training
Afghans who may try to kill
them, a growing problem that

Note Taking Workshop
2 p.m. to 3 p.m., 12 p.m. to 1 p.m.
Clark 100H, Clark 116
Presented by the Peer Mentor Center

Thursday, March 1
WORD! Open Mic
5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Student Union – Food court
Presented by South Bay Womyn’s Conference

Monday, March 5 to Thursday, March 8
A wounded Afghan receives medical treatments at a hospital in east of Kabul, Feb. 27. At least 10 people
were killed and a dozen others injured Monday morning. Photo courtesy of Tahir Safi / MCT

plagued the mission even before
coalition forces accidentally
burned several copies of the
Quran in a trash fire last week.
Obama and other senior U.S.
officials apologized for the incident, which triggered a week
of protests and attacks in which
about 40 people have died.
“Afghans hate us, and we
don’t trust them. We have never
felt safe around them,” said a
U.S. military officer who works
on Afghanistan policy, who
spoke on the condition of anonymity due to the sensitivity of
the issue.
So far this year, Afghan
troops have killed at least 10
U.S. service members who were
training them, including the
four last week. Two weeks ago,
Army Gen. Martin Dempsey,
the chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, said Afghan troops
had killed 70 American service
members in 46 incidents since
2007; half of those had occurred
since May 2009.
The majority of those attacks were by Afghans who
were frustrated with their
trainers, not Taliban insurgents
infiltrating bases, according to
military officials. By comparison, over nearly nine years in
Iraq, where the U.S. military
presence was greater, Iraqi forces
killed about half a dozen American troops who were training
them, the Pentagon said.

The mistrust exists on both
sides. Some Afghan soldiers and
police officers have told investigators in previous incidents
that American forces are rude,
culturally insensitive or hostile to them. In the wake of the
Quran burnings, Afghans said
they couldn’t understand how
U.S. soldiers could commit such
acts more than a decade into the
war.
The training mission “will
never succeed if they keep
burning the Quran or disrespect
our beliefs,” said Khan Agha, a
police officer in the Sarobi district of Kabul, the capital. “They
will not succeed in insulting
our religion. But if they respect
our holy book and our religion
and focus only on training,
then they can succeed.”
Earlier on Monday, at least
nine Afghans died in a suicide
bombing at an air base that coalition forces use in Jalalabad,
in eastern Afghanistan. The
Taliban claimed responsibility for the bombing and said it
was in retaliation for the Quran
burnings. Hours later, U.S. officials said the attacks wouldn’t
derail the training mission and
that they thought the violence
would abate.
“I’d be less than honest if I
didn’t say that things are tense
here in Kabul. They certainly
are,” said Navy Capt. John Kirby,
a military spokesman in Kabul.

“But I will tell you that it is getting calmer here.”
Marine Gen. John Allen, the
commander of coalition forces
in Afghanistan, continued to
keep hundreds of U.S. personnel out of Afghan ministries,
where they’d been on training and advisory missions,
after an Afghan soldier shot and
killed two U.S. service members
Saturday at the heavily guarded
Interior Ministry. The shooter
slipped out of the building and
remained at large.
Kirby said U.S. troops would
train Afghans remotely, via
email and telephone, until officials could improve security at
the ministries. That could take
weeks, officials said, and when
they do return, U.S. troops probably will find more security
barriers between themselves
and the Afghans.
The withdrawal from the
ministries was a major departure from relations between
U.S. soldiers and their Afghan
counterparts five years ago,
when troops were ordered not
to take their weapons into meetings with Afghans, in order to
engender trust.
Now U.S. troops have reduced their patrols, while civilians are being told not to show
their American passports and to
limit physical interaction with
the Afghans they’re charged
with working alongside.

American Transportation Gallery Show
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Art Building – Gallery 2

Tuesday, March 13
Global Startups in Sustainable Energy: Israel and
Silicon Valley
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Engineering Building, Room 189
Presented by Silicon Valley Center for
Entrepreneurship
Speakers include Akiva Tor, Israeli Consulate, Dr.
Jacques Benkoski, U.S. Venture Partners, Jason
Wolf, Better Place (SJSU alumnus)

Thursday, March 15 (Registration opens)
Business Plan Contest
Presented by Silicon Valley Center for
Entrepreneurship
Register online at: cob.sjsu.edu/svce
All materials are submitted electronically (except
the semifinal presentations on May 3 and final
presentations on May 16)
Registration closes on April 24
SpartaGuide is provided to students, staff and faculty, free of charge. The
deadline to submit is at noon, three working days prior to desired publication date. Entry forms are available in Spartan Daily, DBH 209. Send
emails to spartandailyeditorial@sjsumedia.com titled “SpartaGuide.” Space
restrictions may require editing or exclusion of submissions. Entry is not
guaranteed. Entries are printed in order of which they are received.

SOLDIERS: Tales of military service Record number of sea otter deaths
recorded in Pacific, report shows
FROM PAGE 1

a campus coordinator for the
organization in the Northern
California and Western Canada.
“Our goal is to educate
students and communities
around the world about Israel,”
Herschmann said. He also said
they provide literature, videos
and conferences for Israel’s
message.
StandWithUs has done this
tour in the past and throughout the year they have worked
on different programs with
Spartans for Israel at SJSU, said
Herschmann.
Ran began his portion of
the presentation by showing a
photo of a foot that appears to
be that of a soldier stepping on a
little girl with a gun to her face.
The photo was supposed to be
of an Israeli soldier, a member of
the IDF.
“This photo is why I came to
speak because, thankfully, I got
the full photo from a friend and
it shows that it is all fake,” Ran
said.
Ran then showed that the
uniform and gun are not those
of the IDF and that the whole
scene was street theatre. Ran
then told the group of how images of the IDF and conflict in
Israel are not always accurate.
Ran said his role in the IDF
was to capture terrorists.
“You are not allowed to shoot
unless someone is shooting at
you,” Ran said. “It’s the rules of
engagement. It’s very clear.”

Ran said that one of the
values of the IDF was to stress
the importance of minimum
force.
“We use human dignity
when in combat,” Ran said.

“

Our goal is
to educate
students and
communities
around the
world about
Israel.

”

-Guy Herschmann,
StandWithUs
campus coordinator
Rania is a member of the
Druze community, a small religious minority in the Middle
East, and also a member of the
IDF.
As a Druze woman it was
not mandatory for her to serve
but she said she still did.
She shared her frustration
with the images of Israeli conflict and its portrayal as an
apartheid state.
“I see these images and I
think where did I study, where
did I grow up?” Rania said. “I

used the same malls, the same
banks, the same hospitals. I live
with all of my neighbors: Arabs, Christians and Jews.”
Ran and Rania then took
questions from the audience at
the end of their presentations
and Adi Hod, a junior sports
management major, asked
about advocating for Israel and
explaining to show these more
positive images.
“Dialogue,” Ran said. “Educate, create a dialogue … We
live in a world of sound bytes
where we have two seconds to
say what is going on. People
take things out of context and
talk in sound bytes and that’s
not beneficial.”
Hod heard about the event
through Hillel and Spartans for
Israel.
“Personally it impacted me
simply because I am an American-born Jew to Israeli parents,” he said.
He said his parents stressed
that he avoid the military, but
this presentation has made him
feel otherwise.
“Hearing what’s going on it
really makes me feel like I want
to go back (to Israel) and help
Israel and restore peace in the
Middle East,” Hod said.
The presentation was motivating for Hod because the
soldiers on the panel were not
talking all about combat.
“Let’s put down the weapons and really get to the bottom
of it,” Hod said.

Population has been
thinned by diseases
and gunshot wounds
McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

LOS ANGELES — After
being brought back from the
brink of extinction, sea otters
are again in peril, with an unprecedented number of deaths
along the California coast in
the last year.
The U.S. Geological Survey
reported that 335 dead, sick or
injured otters were found in
2011, a record high.
“We’re starting to see a
perplexing trend suggesting
increased shark attacks on
sea otters,” said Tim Tinker of
the USGS’ Western Ecological
Research Center.
Shark bites accounted for 15
percent of otter deaths in the
late 1990s, but that percentage nearly doubled in 2010 and
2011, Tinker said.
Sharks have long received
some of the blame for the otter’s
mortality rate, but the population has also been thinned by
infectious diseases, boat strikes
and gunshot wounds, among
other factors.

In this Jan. 3, 2009 photograph, a California Sea Otter basks in
the sun in the Moss Landing Harbor in Monterey Bay. It’s a commercial fishing harbor. Photo courtesy of Vern Fisher / MCT

“If these stressors remain
high and shark mortality remains high, then there is no
chance” for the population
to regenerate, Tinker said.
Sharks seem to favor
breeding-age female otters,
he said, which could deliver
more of a blow to the sea
mammals’ numbers.
The last official population reported for the sea
otter was 2,711, only 379
short of the threshold that
would begin consideration
for it being removed from
the federal endangered species list.
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